
Reaching COLLEGE STUDENTS with Jeff and Karen 

   Thank you so much for praying for us.  It is 
our desire that these updates would also be 
an encouragement and a challenge to your 
own faith.  We are praying for you, too :). Love, 

 

JULY 2016 

     One of the strongest motivations for ministering to college students is my own 
story, and that of one of my dearest childhood friends, named Leo. 
     I met Leo during a pivotal time in my life happened when I began to work for a 

gospel-centered summer camp for inner-city kids called Camp Brett-Endeavor.  It was there that I 
discovered how working for the Lord and letting Him live through us is 1) what we were created for, 
and 2) the genuine source of fulfillment.  I worked there for 6 summers, and I never felt so alive.  
During that time, I made several wonderful friends, including Walter and Leo (pictured with me here).  
These guys helped me grow in my faith as we worked together to introduce young people to Jesus, 
and we had a ton of fun! 
 Leo and I lost touch when he went off to college. He was a brilliant kid (got only 1 wrong on 
the SATs) and he signed up for the dry dorm on his 
campus so he could stay away from the temptations of the 
world.  When we caught up again years later, though, he 
cited his college years as what got him into partying which 
led to prison and the loss of his faith.  He was back living 
with his folks and trying to hold down a construction job, 
but months later he died from a drug overdose.  What a 
waste!  Leo was one of the 59% of Christians who fall 
away from God when they get to college.  This Fall, pray 
for the thousands of Freshmen looking for friends on their 
new campus.  We’ll be there. 

REQUESTS 
 
 

* Beginning 
homeschool for 
our first full year 

 
 
 

* First weeks on 
campus crucial for 
Freshmen 

 
 
 

* More capacity to 
run through open 
doors on campus 

PRAISES 
 
 

* Over 3,000 attend 
200+ mission trips 

 

* Potential for Jeff to 
equip people to 
launch a campus 
movement in Ohio 

 

* New partnership 
connections in 
Miami and 
Lynchburg 

Romans 12:21 

Don't let evil 

conquer you,   

but 

conquer evil 

with good.  

     What does Cru do while students are out of school?  Mission Trips!  About 
3,000 students participate in over 200 mission trips around the world that focus 
on deepening their faith through evangelism and 
discipleship. 

 On one such trip to Slovenia, our Summer Missions team of 36 
students and 8 Cru staff broke new ground by spending time not only in 
the capital city of Ljubljana, but also in the cities of Maribor and Koper, 
which house the next-largest universities in Slovenia, respectively. 
 During the trip, 9 Slovene students put their faith in Jesus including 
a girl named Klara who had strong doubts about God’s goodness at first.  
The Holy Spirit seemed to be giving her so much understanding, though, 
and our students got to watch as God transformed her perception of 
Him through reading His word. Once she was confident in God’s character she could hardly wait to 
know how to invite Him into her life!   
 On top of that, they spoke with 6,751 people and challenged 36 
local Christian students to join Cru leadership on their campuses there, 
including David, a student in Maribor. Before his involvement with Vsak 
Študent (Cru), he wasn’t sure how to live out his faith in a meaningful way.  
After hearing about God’s desire for all nations to know Him and our vision 

for Slovenia, he thought, “That 
could happen here?” Now, he is 
passionate to reach his campus 
for Jesus! 
 Only about 5% of Cru students get to go on a physical 
mission trip.  1,800 more took part in a digital program called 
Summer Connect.  Here’s what one participant, Nate, had to 
say: “Summer is usually a time for me to tend to take a 
break from evangelism but the faith steps and the 
outreach have pushed me to take steps of faith in this 
season and I am so grateful!” Praise the Lord with us! 

 
CRU AROUND 
THE WORLD 

 

FOR LEO 

One of hundreds of small groups 

attending our online weekly meeting 

Klara, a new believer          

in Slovenia 

David, a new Cru leader           

in Slovenia 

https://www.facebook.com/CampBrettEndeavor/
https://www.cru.org/communities/campus/why-students-lose-faith-in-college.html
https://www.cru.org/communities/campus/why-students-lose-faith-in-college.html
cru.org/summer
https://www.cru.org/opportunities/mission-trips/summer/explore/destinations/366.html
http://www.vsakstudent.si/
http://www.vsakstudent.si/
cru.org/summerconnect


     Have you ever felt like summers crawl and fly by at the same time?  July has 
been packed with fun and adventure for us.  Arthur has been exploring the world of 
board games and even playing with the big kids.  He picks up rules very quickly, 
then goes off to his room to let his imagination come to life, telling stories into a 
recording device about all his new ideas. 
     Katherine’s imagination also runs wild, and I do mean WILD, as she pretends to 
be a wolf in the jungle.  It’s mostly a delightful romp, but we just have to keep her 

from biting and scratching her brother when the “wolf” gets cornered (oh, and don’t worry, the wolf 
picture below is just Photoshop :). 
 Heat here in Florida has been hitting record highs, 
so we try to get out to a community pool as often as we 
can.  It has been exciting to see how they’ve grown from 
last year, when Katherine was terrified to get her face 
wet.  We introduced her to a mask and snorkel this year 
and suddenly she’s a fish who wants to swim 
everywhere.  I remember how suddenly that seemed to 
happen with Arthur a few years ago, but it still surprises 
me.  Arthur wants to play battle robots in the water with 
daddy and call out his latest innovations in diving. 
 Also this month, our 15-year-old car decided to let 
us know he needed a little attention.  Thankfully, we were 
pretty close to home when we had to pull over because 
of overheating.  Several nice people came to our rescue, 
including Robert from the auto parts store on his lunch 
break.  Robert went as far 
as to meet up with Jeff 
again a few days later to 
help install a new radiator 
and thermostat! Later we 
shared the gospel with 
Robert in our garage, 
please pray for him ;) 

     “I don’t have time to do God’s work.”  We hear it a lot from students and friends.  You know, 
it’s true that this world is REALLY busy, too busy for our own good, but this idea of being too 
busy to serve God is a misunderstanding.  A good friend once recommended a book to us 
called “Get Real: Sharing Your Faith Everyday” and it explains really well how living for God 
isn’t about adding new, religious things to your schedule, but changing your perspective and 
rethinking how you do what already fills your day. 

 Karen and I got to go to a convention in town and take a few days away from the 
crazy schedule of family and ministry.  The prayer warrior she is, though, she is 
frequently praying over our surroundings and passersby, asking God for ministry 
opportunities.  With 1,500 people at this event, the Lord just MOVED in her heart to pray 
specifically for this one guy she saw at a nearby table (Last time that happened, we 
ended up selling our house to them; see here for THAT amazing story!).  So she prayed 
over the next couple days and asked God to bring him to her if she was supposed to talk 
to him about it. 
 It was the final day of the convention, after a church service, when God actually 
opened the door for us to meet and talk with this young man!  He was incredibly moved 
as Karen explained how God had singled him out.  He shared how he and his girlfriend 
have been dedicating their relationship to God and are focused on making sure they are 
following Him before taking the next steps of engagement and life after college.  Please 
pray for this sweet couple, Bobby and Jenn, and keep YOUR OWN eyes open for how 
God might use you every day! 

View online at GrantMinistry.org 

 

WHAT GOD’S 
BEEN 

TEACHING US 

https://www.amazon.com/Get-Real-Sharing-Everyday-Faith-ebook/dp/B011MP1R4Y/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1469813842&sr=1-1&keywords=get+real
https://www.gcx.org/GrantMinistry/remembering-how-god-moved/

